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Dear Chairman Mait~n, 

NOV 2 8 2005 
Federal Cominuni:rciloiic Cmmission 

Office of tile Secre?xy 

The a w e  of Louisiana appreciates the assistance and special msiderafims afforded to E- 
rate applican:s afkctcd hy Hurricane Katrina. B e c a w  of the economic impact of two 
mujor hwricana hitting our statc with it^ thm weeks Of each ohm, ow schools and 
libraries arc facing major difficulty in restoring neworb. We respedfUUy ~ W I  relief 
for the Hurricane Rita-affected schools and libraries in our state. We aim q u e s t  relief 
under the low income and rural healthcare programs in our state be extended to rho= 
affected by Hurricane Rita. We understand that Ihc FCC likely wishes to avoid k 
preeeden1 ofrespanding to emy natural disaster. However, the combined impact of thc 
somw ha8 pi our state under extreme financial shzss and has mnde it difficult for US to 
respond. 

In addition to the rclief requested for Hurricane Ritaaffffted &ties, we join the stau of 
Mississippi in respectfully requcSting that the FCC extend the opportunity for schools and 
libraries directly affwtcd by Hurricane Kaaina (and in Louisiana Hurricane Riu as 
well) to file requests for funding in funding year 2006. The tight deadlines in FCC Ordm 
05-178 and thc looming 2006 filing window have made it almost impossible for affected 
schools and libraries to meaningfully take advantage of the special relief. 
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